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Madam Chair,   

Distinguished Delegates, 

 

1. I have the honour to introduce the Secretary-General’s report on the revised estimates resulting 

from the decisions contained in General Assembly resolution 70/290, entitled “High-level plenary 

meeting of the General Assembly on addressing large movements of refugees and migrants”. 

 

2. Prior to the adoption of the draft resolution, the Secretary-General informed the Assembly that 

the implementation of the requests would require additional resources for the biennium 2016-2017. 

Resolution 70/290 was adopted on 30 June 2016 and the statement on the programme budget 

implications was reissued as a revised estimates for the examination by the Fifth Committee.  
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3. The Secretary-General seeks the approval of the General Assembly for an additional 

appropriation, representing a charge against the contingency fund, in the amount of $305,000 under 

section 2, General Assembly and Economic and Social Council affairs and conference management, of 

the programme budget for the biennium 2016-2017. 

 

 

 

Madame Chair, 

Distinguished delegates, 

 

4. Now I would like to introduce addendum 1 and 2 of the report of the Secretary-General on the 

proposed budgets for 2017 in respect of special political missions, good offices and other political 

initiatives authorized by the General Assembly and/or the Security Council under thematic clusters I 

and II, as contained in documents A/71/365/Add.1 and Add.2.  

 

5. The reports contain the proposed budgets for 21 of the 23 missions grouped under thematic 

cluster I and II. The proposed resources for the Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for Yemen and 

the Special Adviser of the Secretary-General for Conflict Prevention, including on Burundi, will be 

presented in a separate addendum.  

 

6. The missions grouped under thematic cluster I support the delivery of mandates of special and 

personal envoys and special advisers of the Secretary-General, which form part of the UN’s global 

instruments and political tools to pursue and sustain negotiated political settlements. In 2016, these 

SPMs continued to contribute to the overall objective of conflict prevention and maintaining 

international peace and security through early warning, mediation, preventive diplomacy, support to 

electoral processes, good offices, and peacebuilding efforts. Many of these missions carry out the role 

of good offices of the Secretary-General or are mandated to promote lasting political solutions in 

regions affected by conflicts.  

 

7. With respect to the missions under thematic cluster II, over the years, the Security Council has 

made use of sanctions monitoring groups, teams and panels, and other political initiatives authorized 

by the Security Council, as part of its tool box for maintaining international peace and security. Today, 

12 such panels comprising 59 experts frequently deploy all over the world to act as the eyes and ears of 

the Council. The Department of Political Affairs, the Office for Disarmament Affairs and the Counter-
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Terrorism Executive Directorate promote and facilitate cooperation across these diverse sanctions 

panels, and ensure, where appropriate, that they work collaboratively with other special political and 

peacekeeping missions. 

 

8. The proposed resources for 2017 for special political missions presented in these reports 

amount to $69.3 million, which represents an overall increase of $8.7 million compared to the 

approved resources for 2016. The increases are mainly under the office of the Special Envoy of the 

Secretary-General for Syria in thematic cluster I, reflecting the expansion of the mandate of that Office 

under resolutions 2254 (2015) and 2268 (2016), and increases for three missions under thematic cluster 

II, due to lower projected vacancy rates for 2017, and increases for the Counter-Terrorism Committee 

Executive Directorate.  

 

9. Taking into account the estimated combined over-expenditures of $1.5 million for 2016 for 

these missions, which are funded through a commitment authority concurred to by the ACABQ, for the 

office of the Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for Syria, it is requested that the General 

Assembly approve the requirements of these missions in the amount of $70.8 million. 

 

 

 

Madame Chair,  

Distinguished Delegates, 

 

10. The last report of the Secretary-General that I would like to introduce under this agenda item is 

contained in A/71/386. This report is submitted pursuant to General Assembly resolution 70/248, by 

which the Assembly had authorized the Secretary-General to enter into commitments in an amount of 

$2.4 million to supplement the voluntary financial resources of the Residual Special Court for Sierra 

Leone (RSCSL), and requested the Secretary-General to report on the use of the commitment 

authority.  

 

11. The present report addresses the use of the commitment authority and possible options for 

future financing arrangements for the Residual Special Court. It also includes a request for a 

subvention for the Court to continue to carry out its mandate in 2017. 
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12. The Residual Special Court has been funded initially from voluntary contributions and recently 

through the subvention under programme budget.  

 

13. Despite the efforts of the Secretary-General, the Government of Sierra Leone, and key donors 

of the Court, including the Member States of the Oversight Committee, and the intense fundraising 

efforts made by the Principals of the Court, there are no adequate voluntary resources and, at this stage, 

there are no prospects for additional voluntary contributions. 

 

14. Given the lack of adequate and sustained voluntary contributions for the Court to fulfil its 

mandate, the Secretary-General requests the General Assembly to approve a subvention in the amount 

of $2,980,500 for funding the activities of the Residual Special Court for 2017.  

 

15. Any voluntary contributions that may be received would reduce the utilization of the requested 

subvention, which would be reported in the second performance report on the programme budget for 

biennium 2016-2017.  

 

 

Madame Chair, Distinguished Delegates, I look forward to the discussions on these items.  

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 


